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After dinner the ladies retired, as usual, but my husband told me afterwards how the Emperor and Rhodes fell at once into an animated conversation. In pursuance of the plan that had occurred to him before dinner, Rhodes set to work to draw a red herring across the Kaiser's trail by leading the conversation on to the topic of Mesopotamia.
" If my thoughts were not centred on Africa," he declared, "that would be the field of development that would attract me most. Not only is it capable of becoming the granary of the world, but it is the obvious route to the Far East and to the undeveloped markets of Persia and Afghanistan. The way to those countries lies through Baghdad! "
I knew how much Cecil Rhodes had hoped to gain from this after-dinner talk, and it may be judged with what eagerness I watched for his reappearance. When after a long time the men joined us, his face was flushed with excitement. "Thank God," he whispered, " I believe I have done the trick. I have side-tracked him out of Africa ! "
For the remainder of that evening the Kaiser was pensive. He seemed much occupied with his own thoughts. Probably he was turning over in his mind a great new scheme suggested to him by Rhodes' apparently unguarded remarks. For a moment he stood talking to me before he left.
" If I had a man like Rhodes to carry out my schemes," he said, " I should be the greatest Emperor in the world."
I am convinced that at that moment was born the idea of the Baghdad-Balm
Some years afterwards (1912) when my husband was in Bukarest as British Minister, he was received in48                     ' INDISCRETIONS'
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